reasonably be expected, and it is well known that the results of death registration are far from reliable as regards either number or causes, and those of birth registration much iess so.
The information thus obtained, however, possesses some value, but in making use of it great caution and reserve are necessary. Up to the year 1876 the returns of births indicated on the whole a tendency to improvement. That they were ridiculously low-and very unequal is quite certain, and the higher ratios yielded by towns throw the shortcomings of rural registration into strong relief. The birth rates per 1,000 registered during the 8 years 1869-76 were as follows: 18.5, 18.1, 21.0, 18.3, 17.7, 19 
